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Fred C. Underhill School
Invention Convention 2018

Dear Parents/Guardians, January, 2018

This winter, FCU invites students from grades 1 & 2 to participate in our school wide Invention Convention. The
Convention occurs through guidelines from the Young Inventors Program. This program is designed to foster the
development of creative and critical thinking skills in students across the nation. Students are encouraged to create

an original invention which solves a problem. This is a voluntary, at-home project with check-ins and support from
school personnel.

Students can work independently or in a team of two. Parent involvement should be somewhat limited as the ideas
and majority of the work is expected to come from the student.

Categories:
The CHALLENGE category this year is “Inventions to the Rescue”. They are not limited to the challenge theme.
Students can create inventions which fit into other categories, such as environmental, electronic, or practical and

useful (all inventions fit into at least one category). At Underhill, we will choose winning inventions for “Most
Marketable” and “Best in Grade” for each grade level.

Expectations: Once a student passes in the “Intent to Invent” form, she/he will be expected to:
* Keep an Inventor’s Journal (one will be provided, but students can create their own)
e Design and build an invention
e Create adisplay board
* Prepare a brief presentation (2-3 minute speech/demo) for judges and visitors

Logistics: The Invention Convention will be held at Underhill School on Monday, February 19, 2018 (snow date Feb.
20). Students will present their inventions in a designated space (gym or cafeteria) to judges in the morning,
followed by classroom visits throughout the afternoon. The celebration continues that evening, as inventions will be
displayed for parents and community members. Some students (up to 2 inventions per grade) will be chosen to
represent Underhill School at the state/regional competition on March 25, 2018.

Permission: Intent to Invent Form

If your child would like to participate in this program, please complete the attached “Intent to Invent” form and
return it to school by February 1st. Please find more information on the back of this page and at the website
through the Academy of Applied Sciences located at www.aas-world.org/YIP/
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2018 HMS Invention Convention Timeline

Feb 1: Intent to Invent form due to the ALPs teachers (earlier is better)

January through February 18: Student at-home work on invention, journal, and presentation
Feb 19: Inventions may be dropped off between 7:30 - 8:30 AM (preferred drop-off time)

Feb 19: School-wide celebration of Invention Convention

Please plan to bring inventions home after the evening convention.
(State/Regional Invention Convention will be held on Sunday, March 25, 2018 at Southern NH
University.)

Feb 20 Snow date for Invention Convention (same times from above apply.)

Tips for Parents
e Use the Student Journal, online tips and resources to guide your child through the process at
http://www.aas-world.org/YIP/ .

Encourage your child to work through problems, mistakes are part of the learning process.
Remind your child to use best quality work when making a display board.

Have your child rehearse his/her presentation at home in order to feel comfortable speaking with
judges about the invention.

Frequently Asked Questions

e Are there size restrictions? We will have a space limitation of about 36 inches tall by 48 inches wide to
display inventions. A solution may involve a small prototype for something bigger.

o When is the State-wide competition and who moves on to this competition? The students whose
inventions are honored with “Best in Grade” and “Most Marketable” for each grade will represent
Underhill at the State/Regional Young Inventors Program Convention held Sunday, March 25, 2018 at
Southern NH University.

e May the parents tour the invention displays? YES! There is an Open House for parents and the
community on February 19 from 6:00 - 7:00 PM.
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Intent to Invent Form
This form is due no later than Thursday, February 1, 2018

Grade: Date:

Students may enter independently or with one partner. Each student must submit a
separate form (but include the partner’s name).

Student Inventor:

Partner’s Name (if appropriate):

Classroom Teacher:

| intend to invent:

Name of invention:

The problem it will solve is:

|/We have researched to make sure that this idea has not been invented.

Parent Signature:

Parent Email:
(This information will be used to share updates and details of the Invention Convention.)

If the name of your invention changes from what is stated on this form, or the
invention itself has changed, please submit written updates to Mrs. Ruest. We need
to know this information a week before the Convention at FCU to complete our
preparations. Feel free to email Mrs. Ruest truest@saul5.net or Mrs. Landsman
klandsman®@sau15.net with any questions.
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